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recordkeeping and reporting require-
ments; and expands the Federal roy-
alty functions that may be delegated
to a qualifying State.

In short, The Federal Oil and Gas
Royalty Simplification and Fairness
Act will streamline the process, reduce
the burden on industry while pro-
tecting the revenues of New Mexico
and the Federal Government. I worked
hard to make this a bill the President
would sign. I urge that we pass this bill
as soon as possible and send it to the
President for his signature.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
SMALL AIRPORT SAFETY COSTS

Mr. PRESSLER. Mr. President, I am
very concerned as to how the current
airport safety situation may affect
smaller airports. We certainly want
our citizens who must fly in smaller
airplanes with smaller companies to be
safe. On the other hand, we do not want
such an expensive layer of regulations
that these smaller planes and smaller
companies cannot operate because of
prohibitive costs.

As we go forward with improving
safety, I think of the smaller airports
in South Dakota where people must fly
in smaller aircraft and with smaller
companies. We must keep those safe.
We must meet the same standards ap-
plying to larger aircraft and larger
companies. But let us remember that
one size does not fit all. In achieving
these safety goals, let us be certain we
keep in mind the smaller airports of
our country. This is a concern not only
in South Dakota but also in Fresno,
CA, for example, where I have rel-
atives. People must fly in smaller air-
craft if they are going to travel from
Los Angeles to Fresno. Upstate New
York has the same situation. If you are
going to fly to Martha’s Vineyard, you
probably fly on a smaller aircraft.

So the point is that as we move for-
ward quickly in possibly implementing
new regulations, let us be certain we
keep in mind the fact that at least half
of Americans must originate their
flights in what we call smaller air-
ports. I certainly want them to be con-
sidered in this process.

———
THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Thursday,
July 18, the Federal debt stood at
$5,168,794,319,428.25.

On a per capita basis, every man,
woman, and child in America owes
$19,481.00 as his or her share of that
debt.
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THE DEATH OF U.S. DISTRICT
JUDGE T.F. GILROY DALY

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I would
like to pay tribute to a great public
servant and one of the most honorable
figures ever to serve on the Federal
bench in the State of Connecticut, U.S.
district judge T.F. Gilroy Daly, who
died of cancer on Thursday, July 14.

A true giant of jurisprudence, Judge
Daly was a former Army Ranger who
stood 6 foot, 6 inches and presided over
his courtroom with a regal presence.
People commonly described Judge Daly
as the epitome of what a judge should
be. He was known for his impeccable
character, his sense of fairness, and his
unwavering commitment to the ideals
of justice.

Judge Daly brought a wealth of life
experience to the court, which shaped
his career on the bench. After serving
our country in the Korean war, Judge
Daly worked as an assistant U.S. attor-
ney, prosecuting organized crime cases
in the Southern District of New York.
After leaving the Justice Department,
Judge Daly held a number of full and
part time statewide posts in Con-
necticut, including deputy attorney
general, deputy treasurer, and insur-
ance commissioner.

Judge Daly gained prominence as a
trial lawyer and demonstrated his
sense of justice in the early 1970s when
he took an unpaid leave from his State
position to defend a young man who
had been wrongly convicted of murder.
After a 6-week hearing, he won a new
trial for his client, and charges against
the young man were eventually
dropped after a grand jury investiga-
tion cleared him.

In 1977, President Jimmy Carter ap-
pointed Judge Daly to the Federal
bench. he served as chief judge from
1983 to 1988, and he is credited with
modernizing the Connecticut court sys-
tem and significantly reducing the
backlog of cases before the court. Dur-
ing his time on the bench, he presided
over a number of high-profile trials and
earned a reputation among defense at-
torneys and prosecuters as a stern, but
fair-minded jurist. He ruled on numer-
ous complex and potentially volatile
issues involving discrimination in mu-
nicipal hiring, State police interroga-
tion methods, and public corruption.

He was particularly known for hand-
ing down harsh sentences to corrupt
public officials who came before him.
Being a man of such high moral stand-
ards, Judge Daly held a particular dis-
dain for anyone who betrayed the trust
of the general public. Judge Daly be-
lieved that without the people’s trust,
government cannot function effec-
tively, and his career was dedicated to
maintaining the integrity of the Con-
stitution and protecting the rights of
the general public.

Judge T.F. Gilroy Daly never lost
sight of the fact that law is a public
service profession, and his legacy will
live on for years to come. He will be re-
membered as one of the most accom-
plished figures ever to preside in a Fed-
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eral court, and he will be sorely missed
by the people of Connecticut.

My thoughts and prayers go out to
his wife Stuart, and his four children
Timothy, Loan, Matthew and Anna.

————————

TRANSPORTATION EMPOWERMENT
ACT

Mr. MACK. Mr. President, yesterday
I introduced legislation entitled the
Transportation Empowerment Act
which will return primary transpor-
tation program responsibility and tax-
ing authority to the States. I intend to
be brief today. But, I will be back on
the floor to speak to this proposal peri-
odically over the remainder of the Con-
gress and again early in the next Con-
gress as debate begins in earnest on the
reauthorization of the transportation
bill known as the Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act
[ISTEA].

The era of Big Government is over.
The highway system is a relic of this
era and a perfect example of a program
that ought to be returned to the
States.

In the 1950’s, the Federal Government
began building the Interstate Highway
System. Its construction was slated to
last 13 years and cost $25 billion. It has
lasted 40 years at a cost of about $130
billion. At the same time, the Federal-
Aid Highways Program was also ex-
panded to include more than $170 bil-
lion in other programs and projects.

The antiquated system of collecting
and distributing gas tax dollars to fund
these programs as well as the transpor-
tation priorities of the States and local
governments is inefficient, costly, and
bureaucratic.

The Interstate Highway System is
complete. Now it’s time to change di-
rections to provide State and local gov-
ernments the authority and the flexi-
bility to move forward without suc-
cumbing to the bureaucratic whims of
Washington.

This legislation does just that—it re-
empowers States to make their own de-
cisions. This bill uses a 2-year transi-
tion period to lower the Federal gas
tax, eliminate most highway trust fund
programs, relieve States of an array of
regulations and restrictions, and re-
move Federal roadblocks to infrastruc-
ture privatization.

This proposal provides that the Fed-
eral Government would retain a core
Federal transportation program includ-
ing maintenance of the current Inter-
state System. Federal participation
would also continue for Indian reserva-
tion roads, public lands, parkways and
park roads, and emergency relief.

The bottom line is this—for far too
long Washington has had a strangle-
hold on States’ transportation needs.
It’s past time for Washington to let go
and let the States take responsibility
for their own surface transportation
needs.

Mr. President, I have included sev-
eral letters on this issue which I have
previously sent to my Senate col-
leagues and I ask unanimous consent
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